
OLVER ANNOUNCES OVER $4.7 MILLION FOR BERKSHIRE COUNTY

  
             WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced              today that the final federal budget compromise for FY03 contains more              than $4.7 million for projects to strengthen Berkshire County communities.

             The funding was included in the Omnibus Appropriations Conference              Report approved by the House and Senate last night. The measures are              in the overall spending bill for the current fiscal year. 

             “I am pleased that Congress has finally approved a spending              bill for the fiscal year that started over four months ago,”              Olver said. “These programs in Berkshire County will provide              a needed boost to the regional economy. Improving the roads, protecting              the forests and funding research and development are all inextricably              tied to maintaining the long-term vibrancy of a rural area such as              the Berkshires.”

             A summary of these projects is included below.

Mount Greylock Scenic Byway: $1.1 million

             Olver secured $1.1 million in the spending bill for safety improvements              to Reservoir Road in North Adams along the Mount Greylock Scenic Byway.              This funding will be used to improve the safety of Reservoir Road              which leads to the summit of Mount Greylock, the highest peak in Massachusetts.              While it is the only road to the mountain from the north, Reservoir              Road provides limited access. 

             “Reservoir Road is notoriously narrow and windy, which creates              problems for tourists and residents,” said Olver. “These              improvements are crucial for ensuring the safety of everyone who visits              Mount Greylock.” 

             For more information, contact Nat Karns, Berkshire Regional Planning              Commission, at 413-442-1521.

Mohawk Trail and Jacob’s Ladder Trail: $1 million

             The spending bill includes $1 million for scenic enhancements and              safety improvement plans to the Mohawk Trail and the Jacob’s              Ladder Trail. 

             The Mohawk Trail project will improve scenic vistas and create additional              pullovers along the stretch of Route 2 from Greenfield to Williamstown.              Informational kiosks and a tourist service center will be funded,              and the project will include a marketing plan for year-round tourism              along the trail. 

             Along Route 20, the Jacob’s Ladder Trail, the Berkshire Regional              Planning Commission and the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission will              update a corridor management plan to address ways to improve road              safety, protect natural and scenic resources, and link the byway to              other tourist attractions.

             “These trails showcase the beauty of western Massachusetts,”              Olver said. “This funding will assist with scenic preservation,              as well as invite others to explore the region.”

             For more information, contact Nat Karns, Berkshire Regional Planning              Commission, at 413-442-1521.

Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire Inc., North              Adams: $400,000

             This funding will support Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire              (TANB) Inc., a non-profit organization that works to improve public              transportation access for low-income and dislocated commuters in the              towns of Florida, Clarksburg, Savoy, Cheshire, North Adams, Adams              and Williamstown.

             “There has always been a tremendous need for public transportation              services in the northern Berkshire region,” Olver said. “I              am glad to be able to assist Transportation Association of Northern              Berkshire in their efforts to close the gap in public transportation              services. Their services are in high demand and much appreciated.”

             Working in conjunction with the Berkshire Regional Transit Administration              (BRTA) and Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA),              TANB coordinates rides through a local call center in North Adams,              which serves as a clearinghouse for local transportation information.              The center takes passenger requests and arranges for rides with appropriate              local providers. In addition, the center operates a special trip purchase              program for people who need rides when public transportation is not              available.

             For more information, please contact Roger Breckner, executive director              of TANB, at 413-664-0300, or Barbara Singleton, associate director              of CTAA, at 202-661-0215.

Southern Berkshire Forest Legacy Projects: $805,000

             The bill provides $805,000 total for two Forest Legacy projects in              southern Berkshire County. In the face of increased development pressure,              private-public partnerships will use conservation easements to protect              some of the best remaining wildlife habitat. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts              and private land trusts have committed to working together with private              land owners to purchase the easements. With this federal funding,              the Forest Service will be able to complete the purchase parcels of              land in Mt. Washington and Karner Brook Ridge in Egermont.

             “Southern Berkshire County comprises one of the largest and              least fragmented forests in southern New England,” Olver said.              “The area sustains nearly 150 rare species and provides water              to wetlands that are of national significance for maintaining biodiversity.”

             For more information, contact Frank Lowestein at the Nature Conservancy              at 413-229-0232, ext. 224.
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Weed-it-Now Initiative: $200,000

             The Weed-It-Now initiative is a program of the Nature Conservancy              and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation              Service. Along with its local partners, this initiative will remove              invasive plant species from approximately 9,000 acres of forest in              the Southern Taconic Mountains over five years. More than half of              the forest is invaded by six different non-native weeds, which, if              allowed to proliferate, are likely to repress the regeneration of              the forest and reduce the diversity of native species. 

             This funding will continue to support Weed-It-Now’s work with              a broad coalition of public and private forest landowners, now in              its second year, to remove invasive weeds by pulling, cutting, and              where necessary, treating with herbicides. 

             “The forest in this area is a major resource for the region,”              Olver said. “The Nature Conservancy and its partners are doing              a terrific job restoring this critical ecosystem so future generations              will be able to enjoy it.”

             For more information, contact Frank Lowestein at the Nature Conservancy,              at 413-229-0232 ext. 224.

Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield: $575,000

             As the region=s only museum of art, history and natural science, the              Berkshire Museum is central to the area’s tourist economy with              more than 100,000 visitors each year, including 15,000 school children.              Unfortunately the museum currently lacks central air conditioning              and other climate control mechanisms, which has put the museum’s              permanent collection at risk and has affected summer attendance. This              funding will help launch a multi-phase improvement project with immediate              assistance for roof repairs. These repairs will seal the interior              to prevent further damage and repair ice damage from this winter's              extreme cold and heavy snow cover. 

             “The Berkshire Museum is a fundamental part of the cultural              heritage of the Berkshires and a key component to Pittsfield’s              Downtown Revitalization and Gateway projects,” said Olver. “As              a source of enjoyment for locals and visitors alike, the collections              and exhibits are invaluable and must be preserved. I am happy that              this money will help them implement much needed improvements.”

             For more information, contact Ann Mintz, director, at 413-443-7171              ext.22.

Girls Incorporated of the Berkshires, Pittsfield: $322,500

             Olver secured $322,500 for Girls Incorporated of the Berkshires to              renovate and update its center in Pittsfield. Girls Inc. is a community-based              social service organization that provides support and advocacy for              low- to moderate-income families. At its center in Pittsfield, Girls              Inc. provides childcare, after school programs, and recreational and              athletics programs for all ages. It also offers prevention programs              and family counseling. While expanding their program offerings, Girls              Inc. has not been able to refurbish their main building in 40 years.

             “The services provided by Girls Inc. are too important to this              community to be impeded by run-down facilities,” Olver said.              “This funding will help make the building more energy efficient,              require less maintenance and meet the ever-increasing needs of Girls              Inc.” 

             The funding will help with a range of repairs and renovations that              will be done in phases. Initially they will improve handicapped access,              expand and improve the parking lot, repair mechanical, electrical              and plumbing systems, and replace the windows and heating and cooling              systems.

             For more information, contact Carol Bradwell, executive director of              Girls Inc. of the Berkshires, at 413-442-5174.

Christian Center’s Up-Reach Center, Pittsfield: $300,000

             The Christian Center is a humanitarian and educational non-profit              organization that provides services to young people from Berkshire              County of all religious faiths. The center seeks to combat poverty              by meeting the basic needs of families and individuals through the              provisions of food, clothing and household goods. Further, they provide              recreational and educational programs for children and adults. The              $300,000 included in the federal spending bill will be combined with              funds from the local community to expand the Children’s Drop-In              Enrichment Program for Grades 1-3, a Summer Enrichment Program for              Grades 1-7, and an Arts and Nature Program for Grades 4-7. 

             “Participation in programs like the ones at the Children’s              Up-reach Center for Success enhances the lives of children and helps              them grow up into strong individuals,” Olver said.

             Funding would expand these programs by increasing the number of participants              and activities, and offer a comprehensive package of outreach activities.              Outreach activities will include interactions with service organizations,              governmental agencies and schoolteachers.

             For further information, contact Cheryl Nolan, executive director              of the Christian Center, at 413-443-2828.
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